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The Israel-Hamas war is testing 
whether campuses are sacrosanct 
places for speech and protest 


Police advance on pro-Palestinian demonstrators after defying orders to leave at an encampment 
on the UCLA campus, in Los Angeles, May 2, 2024. 
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The Israel-Hamas war is testing whether campuses are 
sacrosanct places for speech and protest 


By LAURIE KELLMAN and 
JOCELYN GECKER 
Associated Press 
BERKELEY, Calif. (AP) — 
Charles Darwin’s theory of 
evolution. Stephen Hawk- 
ing on the Big Bang. Millions 
of students for civil rights 
and against the Vietnam 
War. 
They were provocative in 
their times, products of an 
ideal that holds universi- 
ties as sacrosanct spaces 
for debate, innovation — 
and even revolution. But 
Hamas’ deadly Oct. 7 at- 
tack on Israel and the re- 
sulting war in Gaza are 
testing 
that 
perception, 
as anger over the brutal 
military campaign collides 
with 
election-yearpolitics 
and concerns about anti- 
semitism in places where 
freedom of expression is 
supposed to rule. 
“Where there is much de- 
sire to learn, there of neces- 
sity will be much arguing, 
much writing, many opin- 
ions; for opinion in good 
men is but knowledge in 
the making,” wrote poet 
John Milton, an alumnus of 
Cambridge University, in his 
1644 treatise against cen- 
sorship in publishing. “Give 
me the liberty to know, to 
utter, and to argue freely 
according to conscience, 
above all liberties.” 
That 
lofty 
principle 
has 
clashed with the stark re- 
ality of the Israel-Hamas 
war. Hamas militants who 
crossed the border killed 
about 1,200 people and 
took about 250 hostage. 
Israel’s drive to root out 
Hamas has killed more than 
35,000 people in Gaza, ac- 
cording to the local health 
ministry, and left millions on 
the edge of famine. 
Administrators 
on 
some 
campuses have called in 
local police to break up 
pro-Palestinian 
protest- 
ers demanding that their 
schools divest from Israel 
in demonstrations that Is- 
rael’s allies say are antise- 
mitic and make campuses 
unsafe. 
From 
Columbia 
University in New York to 
the University of California, 
Los Angeles, thousands of 
students and faculty have 
been arrested in the past 


month. 
“Columbia,” read one sign 
held aloft there after arrests 
on April 30, “Protect your 
students (Cops don’t pro- 
tect us).” 
Historically, universities are 
supposed to govern — and 
police — themselves in ex- 
change for their status as 
“something of a secular 
sacred ground,” said John 
Thelin, University of Ken- 
tucky College of Education 
professor emeritus and a 
historian of higher educa- 
tion. 
“One has to think of an 
American college or uni- 
versity as a ‘city-state’ in 
which its legal protections 
and walls include the cam- 
pus — grounds, buildings, 
structures facilities — as le- 
gally protected, along with 
a university’s rights to con- 
fer degrees,” he added in 
an email. Calling in the po- 
lice, as administrators did 
at Columbia, Dartmouth, 
UCLA and other schools, 
represents the “break down 
of both rights and responsi- 
bilities within the campus 
as a chartered academic 
institution and community,” 
he said. 
The crackdowns are reviv- 
ing memories of student- 
led 
protests 
during 
the 
American civil rights move- 
ment, the Vietnam War 
and the pro-democracy 
demonstrations in Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square. 
Student activism in the 
1960s led campus officials 


to call law enforcement. 
And on May 4, 1970, the 
National Guard opened 
fire on unarmed students, 
killing four at Kent State Uni- 
versity. Four million students 
went on strike, temporarily 
closing 900 colleges and 
universities. It was a defin- 
ing moment for a nation 
sharply divided over the 
Vietnam War, in which 
more than 58,000 Ameri- 
cans were killed. 
A half-century later, the 
Israel-Hamas conflict has 
lit another fuse, with claims 
that 
“outside 
agitators” 
have infiltrated the protests 
to inflame tensions. 
“The scale, fierceness, the 
short time frame since the 
Hamas attacks, the irrecon- 
cilable demands of current 
competing protestors, and 
their occasional violence, 
has tested university lead- 
ers on how to respond,” 
said John A. Douglass, a 
senior research fellow and 
professor of public policy 
and higher education at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley. 
Most major colleges and 
universities have their own 
police departments, “but 
inviting and soliciting help 
from local community po- 
lice departments in riot 
gear, and not only called 
on to disperse encamp- 
ments but protect rival pro- 
testors from each other, is 
a relatively new phenom- 
enon,” he said. 
What’s lost when the police 


are called in? 
“Trust between the universi- 
ty and significant parts of its 
most important constituen- 
cy: its students,” said Anna 
von der Goltz, a history pro- 
fessor at Georgetown Uni- 
versity. The cost, she said, 
also potentially includes the 
university’s credibility “as a 
community that is capable 
of setting its own rules and 
dealing effectively with vio- 
lations of those rules.” 
The wave of pro-Palestinian 
protests on U.S. campuses 
took inspiration from dem- 
onstrations 
at 
Columbia 
that began on April 17. 
As protesters set up their 
encampment that day, the 
university’s president, Mi- 
nouche Shafik, was called 
for 
questioning 
before 
Congress, where Repub- 
licans accused her of not 
doing enough to fight an- 
tisemitism on the school’s 
Manhattan campus. The 
next day, university offi- 
cials called in the New York 
City police, who arrested 
more than 100 protesters — 
among them, the daughter 
of Democratic Rep. Ilhan 
Omar, who had questioned 
Shafik in Washington. 
Similar scenes played out 
across the country: The Uni- 
versity of Southern Califor- 
nia canceled its main grad- 
uation ceremony after dis- 
allowing its student valedic- 
torian, who is Muslim, from 
giving her keynote speech. 
Police arrested hundreds of 
protesters at New York Uni- 


versity and Yale. At Dart- 
mouth College in Hanover, 
New Hampshire, President 
Sian Leah Beilock called in 
police to dismantle a pro- 
Palestinian 
encampment 
just a few hours after it went 
up. 
Inspired by the protests 
in the United States, pro- 
Palestinian encampments 
popped up in the U.K. an- 
dEurope earlier this month 
as 
administrators 
there 
confronted the same ques- 
tion: Allow or intervene? 
At Cambridge University, 
idyll of Darwin and Hawk- 
ing, an encampment of 
about 40 tents in front of 
the Gothic spires of King’s 
College appeared disci- 
plined and orderly after 
three nights, with a posted 
schedule 
that 
included 
meals, training, traditional 
Palestinian kite-making — 
and strict message disci- 
pline as passersby stopped 
to talk under rare sunshine. 
Cambridge protester Jana 
Aljamal, 22, a Palestinian 
student 
from 
Jerusalem, 
said she doesn’t think the 
U.S. protesters want the fo- 
cus on themselves: “What’s 
happening in Gaza is more 
important.” 
“We have our own guide- 
lines,” she added of the 
Cambridge 
protest. 
“To 
protect the freedom of 
protest, the freedom of ex- 
pression and the ability to 
have these conversations, 
the ability to have a com- 
munity behind us, the abil- 
ity to raise action.” 
The scene was more tense 
last week at several Euro- 
pean universities, with the 
University 
of 
Amsterdam 
canceling classes after pro- 
Palestinian demonstrations 
turned destructive. But the 
protests haven’t yet ap- 
proached the intensity of 
demonstrations in the Unit- 
ed States. 
Will there be a reckoning of 
how administrators handle 
protests over a conflict with 
no end in sight? Von der 
Goltz said the strategies 
employed at schools like 
Rutgers and Brown, where 
administrators negotiated 
an end to the protests, will 
get scrutiny.q 


New York City police enter an upper floor of Hamilton Hall on the Columbia University campus 
using a tactical vehicle, in New York Tuesday, April 30, 2024, after a building was taken over by 
protesters earlier Tuesday. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. troops, equipment will depart from Niger by mid-September, 
the Pentagon says 


By MARK SHERMAN and 
TARA COPP 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
troops ordered out of Niger 
by the West African coun- 
try’s ruling junta will com- 
plete their withdrawal by 
the middle of September, 
the Pentagon and Nigerien 
defense officials said Sun- 
day. 
The timeline was the prod- 
uct of four days of talks 
between the countries’ de- 
fense officials in the capital 
city of Niamey, according 
to a joint statement. 
Niger’s decision to kick out 
American forces dealt a 
blow to U.S. military opera- 
tions in the Sahel, a vast 
region south of the Sahara 
desert where groups linked 
to al-Qaida and the Islamic 
State group operate. 
U.S. troops and some gear 
already have begun leav- 
ing the country, a senior 
military official and a se- 
nior defense official who 


briefed reporters on a call 
Sunday said. The plan is to 
remove all lethal, hazard- 
ous or classified equipment 
before the last U.S. troops 
depart, but items that are 
determined to be too ex- 
pensive to fly out could be 
left for the Nigerien military 
to use instead, the officials 
said. 
The U.S. also will leave be- 
hind infrastructure it has 
built over the years to sup- 
port 
the 
approximately 


1,000 troops who have 
been based there to con- 
duct counterterrorism mis- 
sions, the officials said. Few- 
er than 1,000 U.S. troops 
are still in Niger, mostly on 
an airbase near Agadez, 
some 920 kilometers (550 
miles) away from the capi- 
tal. 
The officials spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss sensitive details of 
the withdrawal. 
The officials called Niger an 


“anchor” in U.S. counter- 
rorism efforts over the last 
decade, and they are still 
looking at options on how 
to fill that gap. The officials 
said that their hope is to 
continue to work with the 
Nigerien military on coun- 
terterrorism work in the fu- 
ture, even if U.S. troops are 
not based there on the 
ground. 
The rupture in military co- 
operation 
followed 
last 
July’s ouster of the coun- 
try’s democratically elect- 
ed president by mutinous 
soldiers. A few months lat- 
er, the ruling junta asked 
French forces to leave and 
turned to the Russian mer- 
cenary group Wagner for 
security assistance. 
The officials said they did 
not have indications that 
the Wagner group may 
end up increasing its influ- 
ence over the Nigerien mili- 
tary in the absence of U.S. 
personnel, 
In October, Washington of- 


ficially designated the mili- 
tary takeover as a coup, 
which triggered U.S. laws 
restricting the military sup- 
port and aid that it can 
provide to Niger. 
Until recently, Washington 
considered Niger a key 
partner and ally in a region 
swept by coups in recent 
years, investing millions of 
dollars in the Agadez base, 
which has been critical to 
U.S. counterterrorism op- 
erations in the Sahel. The 
United States also has in- 
vested hundreds of millions 
of dollars in training Niger’s 
military since it began op- 
erations there in 2013. 
The Pentagon has also said 
the U.S. will relocate most 
of the approximately 100 
forces it has deployed in 
neighboring Chad for now. 
But talks are expected to 
resume next month about 
revising an agreement that 
allows U.S. troops to be 
based in Chad.q 


Supporters of Niger’s ruling junta gather for a protest called to 
fight for the country’s freedom and push back against foreign 
interference, in Niamey, Niger, Aug. 3, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Senior Republican close to Trump criticizes Biden’s arms holdup in 
speech to Israeli parliament 


TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Elise 
Stefanik, a House Republi- 
can leader seen as a candi- 
date to be Donald Trump’s 
running mate, delivered a 
speech before Israel’s par- 
liament on Sunday in which 
she criticized President Joe 
Biden’s approach to the 
war in Gaza. 
Stefanik, the fourth highest- 
ranked Republican in the 
House of Representatives, 
is the latest of several U.S. 
politicians from both sides 
of the aisle to visit Israel 
since Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack 
ignited the war in Gaza. But 
it’s rare for such visitors to 
address Israel’s parliament, 


known as the Knesset. 
Speaking at a session dedi- 
cated to combatting an- 
tisemitism worldwide, Ste- 
fanik vowed to help with 
“crushing antisemitism at 
home and providing Israel 
what it needs when it needs 
it, without conditions.” 
She was referring to Biden’s 
decision to hold up the de- 
livery of some 3,500 bombs 
of up to 2,000 pounds each, 
and his refusal to provide 
offensive weapons for a 
long-promised Israeli inva- 
sion of the southern city of 
Rafah. The administration 
fears such an operation 
would plunge Gaza into an 
even more severe humani- 
tarian catastrophe. 
“There is no excuse for an 
American 
president 
to 


block aid to Israel that was 
duly passed by the Con- 
gress, and there was no ex- 
cuse to ease sanctions on 
Iran,” she said. 
Stefanik, a representative 
from upstate New York 
and a strong supporter of 
Trump, is believed to be on 
the short list of his possible 
running mates. 
In December, she grilled 
university presidents at a 
five-hour 
congressional 
hearing 
about 
antisemi- 
tism on campus. Two of the 
university presidents, from 
Harvard and the University 
of Pennsylvania, resigned 
soon after.q 


Chair of the House Republican Conference Rep. Elise Stefanik, 
R-N.Y., talks to reporters about their plans to respond to student 
protests over the Israel-Hamas war, at the Capitol in Washing- 
ton, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Giuliani becomes final defendant served indictment among 18 
accused in Arizona fake electors case 


By SCOTT SONNER 
Associated Press 
Arizona’s attorney general 
says former New York May- 
or Rudy Giuliani has been 
served an indictment in the 
state’s fake elector case 
alongside 17 other defen- 
dants for his role in an at- 
tempt to overturn former 
President Donald Trump’s 
loss to Joe Biden in the 2020 
election. 
Arizona 
Attorney 
Gen- 
eral Kris Mayes posted the 
news regarding the Trump- 
aligned lawyer on her X ac- 
count late Friday. 
“The final defendant was 
served moments ago. @Ru- 
dyGiuliani nobody is above 
the law,” Mayes wrote. 
The 
attorney 
general’s 
spokesman Richie Taylor 
said in an email to The As- 
sociated Press on Satur- 
day that Giuliani faces the 
same charges as the other 
defendants, including con- 
spiracy, fraud and forgery 
charges. 
Giuliani’s political adviser, 
Ted Goodman, confirmed 
Giuliani was served Friday 
night after his 80th birth- 
day celebration as he was 
walking to the car. 
“We look forward to full vin- 
dication soon,” Goodman 
said in a statement Satur- 
day. 
The 
indictment 
alleges 


that Giuliani “pressured” 
Arizona legislators and the 
Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors to change the 
outcome of Arizona’s elec- 
tion and that he was re- 
sponsible for encouraging 
Republican electors in Ari- 
zona and six other contest- 
ed states to vote for Trump. 
Taylor said an unredacted 
copy of the indictment will 
be released Monday. He 
said Giuliani is expected to 
appear in court Tuesday 
unless he is granted a delay 
by the court. 
Mark Meadows, Trump’s 
former chief of staff, is 
among others who have 
been indicted in the case. 
Neither Meadows nor Giu- 
liani were named in the 
redacted grand jury indict- 


ment released earlier be- 
cause they had not been 
served with it, but they 
were readily identifiable 
based on descriptions in 
the document. The Arizona 
attorney general’s office 
said Wednesday, May 1, 
that Meadows had been 
served and confirmed that 
he was charged with the 
same counts as the other 
named defendants, includ- 
ing conspiracy, fraud and 
forgery charges. 
With the indictments, Ari- 
zona becomes the fourth 
state where allies of the for- 
mer president have been 
charged with using false 
or unproven claims about 
voter fraud related to the 
election. 
Giuliani faces other legal 


proceedings, and a bank- 
ruptcy judge this past week 
said he was “disturbed” 
about the status of the case 
and for missed deadlines to 
file financial disclosure re- 
ports. Giuliani filed for bank- 
ruptcy after being ordered 
to pay $148 million to two 
former election workers for 
spreading a false conspira- 
cy theory about their role in 
the 2020 election. 
Giuliani was also indicted 
last year by a grand jury in 
Georgia, where he is ac- 
cused 
of 
spearheading 
Trump’s efforts to compel 
state lawmakers in Georgia 
to ignore the will of voters 
and illegally appoint pro- 
Trump 
electoral 
college 
electors. 
Among 
the 
defendants 
are 11 Arizona Republicans 
who submitted a docu- 
ment to Congress falsely 
declaring that Trump won 
in Arizona in the 2020 presi- 
dential election — includ- 
ing a former state GOP 
chair, a 2022 U.S. Senate 
candidate and two sitting 
state lawmakers. The other 
defendants are Mike Ro- 
man, who was Trump’s di- 
rector of Election Day op- 
erations, and four attorneys 
accused of organizing an 
attempt to use fake docu- 
ments to persuade Con- 
gress not to certify Biden’s 


victory: 
John 
Eastman, 
Christina Bobb, Boris Ep- 
shteyn and Jenna Ellis. 
Trump 
himself 
was 
not 
charged but was referred 
to as an unindicted co- 
conspirator. 
The 11 people who had 
been nominated to be Ari- 
zona’s Republican electors 
met in Phoenix on Dec. 14, 
2020, to sign a certificate 
saying they were “duly 
elected 
and 
qualified” 
electors and claiming that 
Trump carried the state. A 
one-minute video of the 
signing ceremony was post- 
ed on social media by the 
Arizona Republican Party 
at the time. The document 
was later sent to Congress 
and the National Archives, 
where it was ignored. 
Biden won Arizona by more 
than 10,000 votes. 
Eastman, who devised a 
strategy to try to persuade 
Congress not to certify the 
election, became the first 
person charged in Arizo- 
na’s fake elector case to 
be arraigned on Friday. He 
pleaded not guilty to con- 
spiracy, fraud and forgery 
charges. 
Eastman 
made 
a 
brief 
statement 
outside 
the 
courthouse, 
saying 
the 
charges against him should 
have never been filed.q 


Former Mayor of New York Rudy Giuliani speaks during a news 
conference outside the federal courthouse in Washington, Dec. 
15, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Ed Dwight, America’s first Black astronaut candidate, finally goes to 
space 60 years later 


VAN HORN, Texas (AP) — 
Ed Dwight, America’s first 
Black astronaut candidate, 
finally rocketed into space 
60 years later, flying with 
Jeff Bezos’ rocket compa- 
ny on Sunday. 
Dwight was an Air Force pi- 
lot when President John F. 
Kennedy championed him 
as a candidate for NASA’s 
early astronaut corps. But 
he wasn’t picked for the 
1963 class. 
Dwight, 
now 
90, 
went 
through a few minutes of 
weightlessness 
with 
five 
other passengers aboard 
the Blue Origin capsule 
as it skimmed space on a 
roughly 10-minute flight. He 
called it “a life changing 


experience.” 
“I thought I really didn’t 
need this in my life,” Dwight 
said shortly after exiting the 
capsule. “But, now, I need it 
in my life .... I am ecstatic.” 
The brief flight from West 
Texas made Dwight the 
new record-holder for old- 
est person in space — near- 
ly two months older than 
“Star Trek” actor William 
Shatner was when he went 
up in 2021. 
It was Blue Origin’s first crew 
launch in nearly two years. 
The company was ground- 
ed following a 2022 acci- 
dent in which the booster 
came crashing down but 
the capsule full of experi- 
ments safely parachuted to 


the ground. Flights resumed 
last December, but with no 
one aboard. This was Blue 
Origin’s seventh time flying 


space tourists. 
Dwight, a sculptor from 
Denver, was joined by four 
business 
entrepreneurs 


from the U.S. and France 
and a retired accountant. 
Their ticket prices were not 
disclosed; 
Dwight’s 
seat 
was sponsored in part by 
the nonprofit Space for Hu- 
manity. 
Dwight was among the 
potential 
astronauts 
the 
Air Force recommended 
to NASA. But he wasn’t 
chosen for the 1963 class, 
which included eventual 
Gemini and Apollo astro- 
nauts, including Apollo 11’s 
Buzz Aldrin and Michael 
Collins. NASA didn’t select 
Black astronauts until 1978, 
and Guion Bluford became 
the first African American in 
space in 1983. q 


Former NASA astronaut Ed Dwight poses for a portrait to promote 
the National Geographic documentary film “The Space Race” 
during the Winter Television Critics Association Press Tour, 
Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024, at The Langham Huntington Hotel in 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Associated Press 
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Helicopter carrying Iran’s hard-line president apparently crashes in 
foggy, mountainous region 


By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — A helicopter 
carrying Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi, the coun- 
try’s foreign minister and 
other officials apparently 
crashed in the mountain- 
ous northwest reaches of 
Iran on Sunday, sparking a 
massive rescue operation 
in a fog-shrouded forest 
as the public was urged to 
pray. 
The likely crash came as 
Iran under Raisi and Su- 
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei launched an un- 
precedented 
drone-and- 
missile attack on Israel last 
month and has enriched 
uranium closer than ever to 
weapons-grade levels. 
Iran has also faced years 
of mass protests against its 
Shiite theocracy over an 
ailing economy and wom- 
en’s rights — making the 
moment that much more 
sensitive for Tehran and the 
future of the country as the 
Israel-Hamas war inflames 
the wider Middle East.Raisi 
was traveling in Iran’s East 
Azerbaijan province. State 
TV said what it called a 
“hard landing” happened 
near Jolfa, a city on the 
border with the nation of 
Azerbaijan, some 600 kilo- 
meters (375 miles) north- 
west of the Iranian capital, 
Tehran. Later, state TV put it 
farther east near the village 
of Uzi, but details remained 
contradictory. 
Traveling with Raisi were 
Iran’s Foreign Minister Hos- 
sein Amirabdollahian, the 
governor of Iran’s East Azer- 
baijan province and other 
officials and bodyguards, 
the state-run IRNA news 
agency reported. One lo- 
cal 
government 
official 
used the word “crash,” but 
others referred to either a 
“hard landing” or an “inci- 
dent.” 
Neither IRNA nor state TV 
offered 
any 
information 
on Raisi’s condition in the 
hours afterward. However, 
hard-liners urged the pub- 
lic to pray for him. State TV 
aired images of hundreds 
of the faithful, some with 
their hands outstretched 
in supplication, praying at 


Imam Reza Shrine in the 
city of Mashhad, one of 
Shiite Islam’s holiest sites, as 
well as in Qom and other 
locations across the coun- 
try. State television’s main 
channel aired the prayers 
nonstop. 
“The esteemed president 
and company were on their 
way back aboard some 
helicopters and one of the 
helicopters was forced to 
make a hard landing due 
to the bad weather and 
fog,” Interior Minister Ah- 
mad Vahidi said in com- 
ments aired on state TV. 
“Various rescue teams are 
on their way to the region 
but because of the poor 
weather and fogginess it 
might take time for them to 
reach the helicopter.” 
IRNA called the area a 
“forest” and the region is 
known to be mountainous 
as well. State TV aired imag- 
es of SUVs racing through 
a wooded area and said 
they were being hampered 
by poor weather condi- 
tions, including heavy rain 
and wind. Rescuers could 
be seen walking in the fog 
and mist. 
A rescue helicopter tried 


to reach the area where 
authorities 
believe 
Rai- 
si’s helicopter was, but it 
couldn’t land due to heavy 
mist, emergency services 
spokesman 
Babak 
Yek- 
taparast told IRNA. Late in 
the evening, Turkey’s de- 
fense ministry announced 
that it had sent an un- 
manned arial vehicle and 
was preparing to send a 
helicopter with night vi- 
sion capabilities to join the 
search-and-rescue efforts. 
Long after the sun set, Irani- 
an government spokesman 
Ali Bahadori Jahromi ac- 
knowledged that “we are 
experiencing difficult and 
complicated conditions” in 
the search. 
“It is the right of the peo- 
ple and the media to be 
aware of the latest news 
about the president’s heli- 
copter accident, but con- 
sidering the coordinates of 
the incident site and the 
weather conditions, there is 
‘no’ new news whatsoever 
until now,” he wrote on the 
social platform X. “In these 
moments, patience, prayer 
and trust in relief groups are 
the way forward.” 
Khamenei 
himself 
also 


urged the public to pray. 
“We hope that God the 
Almighty returns the dear 
president 
and 
his 
col- 
leagues in full health to 
the arms of the nation,” 
Khamenei said, drawing an 
“amen” from the audience 
he was addressing. 
Raisi, 63, a hard-liner who 
formerly led the country’s 
judiciary, is viewed as a 
protégé of Khamenei and 
some analysts have sug- 
gested he could replace 
the 85-year-old leader after 
Khamenei’s death or resig- 
nation from the role. 
Raisi had been on the bor- 
der with Azerbaijan early 
Sunday to inaugurate a 
dam with Azerbaijan’s Pres- 
ident Ilham Aliyev. The dam 
is the third one that the two 
nations built on the Aras Riv- 
er. The visit came despite 
chilly relations between the 
two nations, including over 
a gun attack on Azerbai- 
jan’s Embassy in Tehran in 
2023, and Azerbaijan’s dip- 
lomatic relations with Israel, 
which Iran’s Shiite theocra- 
cy views as its main enemy 
in the region. 
Iran flies a variety of he- 
licopters in the country, 


but international sanctions 
make it difficult to obtain 
parts for them. Its military 
air fleet also largely dates 
back to before the 1979 
Islamic 
Revolution. 
IRNA 
published images it de- 
scribed as Raisi taking off in 
what resembled a Bell he- 
licopter, with a blue-and- 
white paint scheme pre- 
viously seen in published 
photographs. 
Raisi won Iran’s 2021 presi- 
dential election, a vote 
that saw the lowest turnout 
in the Islamic Republic’s 
history. Raisi is sanctioned 
by the U.S. in part over his 
involvement in the mass 
execution of thousands of 
political prisoners in 1988 at 
the end of the bloody Iran- 
Iraq war. 
Under Raisi, Iran now en- 
riches uranium at nearly 
weapons-grade levels and 
hampers international in- 
spections. Iran has armed 
Russia in its war on Ukraine, 
as well as launched a mas- 
sive drone-and-missile at- 
tack on Israel amid its war 
against Hamas in the Gaza 
Strip. It also has continued 
arming proxy groups in 
the Mideast, like Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels and Leba- 
non’s Hezbollah. 
Meanwhile, mass protests 
in the country have raged 
for years. The most recent 
involved the 2022 death 
of Mahsa Amini, a woman 
who had been earlier de- 
tained over allegedly not 
wearing a hijab, or heads- 
carf, to the liking of authori- 
ties. The monthslong securi- 
ty crackdown that followed 
the demonstrations killed 
more than 500 people and 
saw over 22,000 detained. 
In March, a United Nations 
investigative panel found 
that Iran was responsible 
for the “physical violence” 
that led to Amini’s death. 
President Joe Biden was 
briefed by aides on the Iran 
crash, but administration 
officials have not learned 
much more than what is 
being 
reported 
publicly 
by Iran state media, said 
a senior administration of- 
ficial, who was not autho- 
rized to comment publicly 
and spoke on condition of 
anonymity.q 


Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi places his hands on his heart as a gesture of respect to the crowd 
during the funeral ceremony of the victims of Wednesday’s bomb explosion in the city of Kerman 
about 510 miles (820 kms) southeast of the capital Tehran, Iran, Jan. 5, 2024. 


Associated Press 
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Elon Musk launches Starlink satellite internet service in Indonesia, 
world’s largest archipelago 


By FIRDIA LISNAWATI and 
NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
DENPASAR, Indonesia (AP) 
— Elon Musk traveled to 
Indonesia’s resort island of 
Bali on Sunday to launch 
Starlink satellite internet ser- 
vice in the world’s largest 
archipelago nation. 
Wearing a green Batik shirt, 
Musk was greeted with a 
garland of flower petals at 
a community health clinic 
in Denpasar, the provincial 
capital of Bali, where he 
launched the Starlink ser- 
vice alongside Indonesian 
ministers. 
Indonesia, a vast archi- 
pelago of 17,000 islands 
sprawled across three time 
zones with a population of 
more than 270 million, has 
been trying for years to se- 
cure deals with Musk’s Tesla 
on battery investment and 
for Musk’s SpaceX to pro- 
vide fast internet for the 
country’s remote regions. 
During the ceremony, Musk 
took a speed test of the 
Starlink internet service with 
several health workers in In- 


donesia’s remote regions, 
including in Aru, one of In- 
donesia’s 
unserved 
and 
outermost islands in Maluku 
province. 
“This can make it really a 
lifesaver for remote medi- 
cal clinics, and I think it 
could be a possibility for 
education as well,” Musk 
told reporters. 
“If you can access the in- 
ternet and then you can 


learn anything and you 
can also sell your business 
services worldwide. So, I 
think it’s going to be incred- 
ibly beneficial,” he said. 
He also signed an agree- 
ment on enhancing con- 
nectivity in the country’s 
health 
and 
education 
sectors. Details about the 
agreement between the 
Indonesian 
government 
and Musk’s SpaceX, the 


aerospace company that 
operates Starlink services, 
were not provided.Launch- 
ing the service at a health 
clinic aligns with Starlink’s 
broader mission of provid- 
ing affordable access to 
high-speed 
internet 
ser- 
vices, particularly in under- 
served and remote regions, 
said Coordinating Minister 
of Maritime and Investment 
Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan. 
“Our remote regions need 
Starlink to expand high- 
speed internet services, es- 
pecially to help with prob- 
lems in the health, educa- 
tion and maritime sectors,” 
Pandjaitan, a close ally of 
Indonesia’s President Joko 
Widodo, told reporters. He 
held separate talks with 
Musk on Sunday. 
Communication and Infor- 
matics Minister Budi Arie Se- 
tiadi said earlier that local 
internet providers, which 
rely on base transceiver 
stations to transmit signals, 
are unable to reach outer 
islands because they have 
limited coverage. Starlink’s 
satellites, which remain in 


low orbit, will help them de- 
liver faster internet with na- 
tionwide coverage. 
Health Minister Budi Gunadi 
Sadikin said of the more 
than 10,000 clinics across 
the country, there are still 
around 2,700 without inter- 
net access. 
“The internet can open up 
better access to health ser- 
vices as communication 
between regions is said to 
be easier, so that reporting 
from health service facilities 
can be done in real time or 
up to date,” he said. 
During his first in-person visit 
to Bali, Musk is also sched- 
uled to participate in the 
10th World Water Forum, 
which seeks to address 
global water and sanita- 
tion challenges. 
Musk spoke in 2022 at the 
B-20 business forum ahead 
of a summit of the Group of 
20 leading economies that 
took place in Bali. He joined 
the conference by video 
link weeks after completing 
his heavily scrutinized take- 
over of Twitter.q 


Indonesian Minister of Health Budi Gunadi Sadikin, second from 
left, and Elon Musk, second from right, sign an agreement on 
enhancing connectivity at a public health center in Denpasar, 
Bali, Indonesia on Sunday, May 19, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Dominicans vote in general elections with eyes on crisis in 
neighboring Haiti 


By MARTÍN ADAMES AL- 
CÁNTARA 
Associated Press 
SANTO DOMINGO, Domini- 
can Republic (AP) — Voters 
in the Dominican Repub- 
lic cast ballots Sunday in 
general elections likely to 
reinforce the government’s 
crackdown on its shared 
border with Haiti and the 
hundreds 
of 
thousands 
of people fleeing the vio- 
lence-stricken nation. 
Leading 
the 
presiden- 
tial race is President Luis 
Abinader, who is seeking 
reelection as one of the 
most popular leaders in the 
Americas. If he tops 50% of 
the vote, he will win anoth- 
er term without proceeding 
to a second round of vot- 
ing. 
Trailing him are former Pres- 
ident 
Leonel 
Fernández 
and Mayor Abel Martínez. 
Dominicans are also voting 
in legislative elections. 
Many of the 8 million eligi- 


ble voters in the Dominican 
Republic are still trauma- 
tized by an electoral au- 
thority decision to suspend 
the 2020 municipal elec- 
tions due to a technical 
glitch. 
Abelardo Ubrí Antomarche, 
a teacher who lives in capi- 
tal city of Santo Domingo, 
was one of the first to vote 
shortly after 7 a.m. 
“We need to vote, no mat- 
ter how,” he said. 
The voting centers in the 
Dominican 
Republic 
will 
be open until 5 p.m. (2100 
GMT), with first results ex- 
pected a few hours later. 
With voting running smooth- 
ly throughout the morning, 
Abinader told press Sun- 
day that the voting process 
was transparent and today 
“democracy must win.” 
“Dominican democracy is 
strong and will come out 
stronger from this process,” 
Abinader said. 
Abinader’s anti-corruption 


agenda and push to grow 
the Dominican Republic’s 
economy has resonated 
with many of the 8 million 
voters in the Caribbean na- 
tion. Much of his popularity, 
however, has been fueled 
by the government’s harsh 
crackdown 
on 
Haitians 
and the border the Domini- 
can Republic shares with its 
crisis-stricken neighbor. 
“This 
migratory 
problem 


worries me, because we’re 
seeing a massive migration 
from our neighbor and it 
feels like it’s out of control,” 
said Perla Concepción, a 
29-year-old secretary, add- 
ing that migration was her 
main concern as she takes 
to the polls. 
The Dominican Republic 
has long taken a hard line 
stance with Haitian mi- 
grants, but such policies 


have ramped up since Haiti 
entered a free fall following 
the 2021 assassination of 
President Jovenel Moïse. As 
gangs have terrorized Hai- 
tians, the Dominican gov- 
ernment has built a Trump- 
like border wall along its 
250-mile 
(400-kilometer) 
border. He has also repeat- 
edly urged the United Na- 
tions to send an interna- 
tional force to Haiti, saying 
such action “cannot wait 
any longer.” 
The government has also 
rejected 
calls 
to 
build 
refugee camps for those 
fleeing the violence and 
carried out mass deporta- 
tions of 175,000 Haitians last 
year, according to govern- 
ment figures. While the pol- 
icy is popular among vot- 
ers, it has provoked sharp 
criticisms from human rights 
organizations who call it 
racist and a violation of in- 
ternational law.q 


Incumbent President Luis Abinader, who is seeking re-election 
for the Modern Revolutionary Party, votes during general 
elections in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Sunday, May 
19, 2024. 
Associated Press 


mangroves and then you will have several entrances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where you can enjoy a perfect beach day, wooden 
stairs made to enter the water and a dock to sit on and enjoy the view. 
Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the snorkeling experience. Inside 
the bay, the water is clear and you find many colorful fish. Outside the 
bay is a bit more challenging for beginners because of the wind and the 
waves, but the coral is alive and it is just like snorkel heaven. 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring the underwater wonders is something you 
should definitely do during your stay in Aruba. The underwater world has 
everything to offer that makes a snorkel trip so exceptional; an impres- 
sive, colorful sea life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful coral reef. 
The historic shipwrecks, located on the Aruban seabed are also worth a 
visit. Aruba is known for its white beaches and blue oceans, which means 
there are many fascinating under water spots, where you can take your 
snorkeling gear and we selected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps in Papiamento, Papiamento is together with 
Dutch the official language spoken on Aruba. The beach is called Tres 
Trapi because it is accessible by the tree steps carved into the rocks. Tres 
Trapi is a small rocky beach, located on the north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 10 minute drive from Palm Beach. From the 
unique steps you can easily walk over the beach into the clear and tur- 
quoise blue ocean. While snorkeling you will encounter all kind of tropical 


fishes and sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in the Aruban waters 
is the red cushion sea star. This is a starfish that is commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Caribbean sea and if you are lucky during your 
snorkeling visit to Tres Trapi, you may come across one of the green sea 
turtles. Respect the animal, keep your distance and enjoy the view. Also 
remember; it is a once in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939 in Hamburg, Germany. 
Antilla came to Aruba, because it had to find a neutral port. When Ger- 
many invaded the Netherlands on May 10, 1940, the crew decided to let 
their own ship sink, to prevent it from falling into the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in Malmok bay, and the sunken word war 
two ship is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling and dive spots. 
However, the ship wreck can only be reached by boat. The ship is visible 
from the surface and during your snorkeling trip you be surrounded by 
hundreds of tropical fishes, but the ship wreck alone is already impressive 
enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby beach; a white beach, with a crystal blue ocean. The beach is 
located on the southern part of the island. On the way to the famous 
beach, you will drive through the old capital of Aruba, San Nicolas. The 
old Aruban culture can be still felt and experienced here, so do not hesi- 
tate to get out of your car and walk around for a while. Baby beach is 
a child friendly beach, since it is shallow and the water has a pleasant 
temperature. The name therefore fits well with the beach. Baby beach is 
an excellent beach for snorkeling, especially if you want to go with small 
children, because the water remains shallow and there are still many 
underwater wonders to see. In the ocean there is an area marked until 
where it is recommended to snorkel and on the beach you will find dif- 
ferent facilities. It is a perfect beach to spend your day snorkeling and 
relaxing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on the southern-west part 
of the island. The beach is different from the other beaches in Aruba; it is 
beach full of mangroves. You reach the beach by a bridge through the 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vacation?... we would 
like to portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite vacation pic- 
ture while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your picture with that 
text (including your name and where you are from) to: news@arubato- 
day.com and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special 
way to keep your best moments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for pro- 
motional purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day again. 


Aruba to me 
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MANA’S new website offers international 
accessibility to Aruba’s history! 


(Oranjestad)—This 
past 
Saturday, 
the 
archeo- 
logical museum of Aruba 
(MANA) celebrated Inter- 
national Museum Day by 
launching their new web- 
site. 


Co-funded by the Mon- 
driaan Fund in The Neth- 
erlands and UNOCA, the 
museum’s 
objective 
for 
this new launch is straight- 
forward: to offer better 
service and accessibility 
to the local and interna- 
tional community. With this 
new website, students, his- 


torians, and even history 
buffs can navigate the mu- 
seum’s services; as well as 
stay updated on the latest 
news about upcoming ex- 
hibitions and publications. 


Other features of the new 
site include the museum’s 
online store, availability for 
rental spaces, explicit in- 
formation about getting 
in touch or visitations and 
more. Furthermore, in the 


spirit of accessibility, the 
museum also offers audi- 
tory navigation through the 
website and is also smart- 
phone 
friendly, 
offering 
users a smooth navigation 
experience on the go. 


For more information about 
visitations 
or 
the 
latest 
news, visit the museum’s 
new website: manaruba. 
org! 


Aruba Tourism Authority 
honored a loyal visitor at 
La Quinta Beach Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently had the great 
pleasure 
of 
recognizing 
Emerald Ambassadors of 
Aruba. The honorees were 
respectively 
acknowl- 
edged with a certificate for 
their years of visits, loyalty, 
and love for the island of 
Aruba. 


The honorary certification 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 
and to say “Masha Danki” 
to guests who have visited 
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 


The three levels of honor 
are as follows: 


Distinguished 
Visitor 
(10>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill 
Ambassador 


(20>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald 
Ambassador 
(35>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 


Emerald Ambassadors 
Mr. Roger Drake & Mrs. 
Myra Drake from Eatonville 
Washington, United States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff mem- 
bers of La Quinta Beach 
Resort bestowed the certif- 
icate to the honorees, pre- 
sented them with gifts, and 
thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite va- 
cation destination, as their 
home away from home. 


The top reasons for return- 
ing to Aruba provided by 
the honorees were: 
• 
Aruba’s Beaches. 
• 
Aruba’s restaurant 
options. 
• 
Aruba’s 
Beautiful 
sunsets. 
• 
“We are comfort- 
able in Aruba” 
• 
“The friends we’ve 
made” 


On behalf of the Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority, 
we 
would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and ap- 
preciation to the honorees 
for their continued visits to 
the “One Happy Island”. 
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Ayo & Casibari: Aruba’s famous rock formations 


(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and 
Casibari Rock Formations 
are known locally as one 
of the crucial sites to have 
in your “off-road” trip itiner- 
ary. These naturally formed 
rock formations as just one 
of the few places on the is- 
land that hold a rich history 
of our culture and of our 
ancestors. 


Ayo 
The Ayo Rock Formation 
is located in the northern 
part of the island, right on 
the road that leads you to 
the Black Stone Beach, and 
close to the Natural Bridge. 
The Ayo is a fenced terrain 
that consists of several giant 
boulders, resting neatly on 
top of or side by side each 
other, 
adding 
gorgeous 
natural architecture to the 
surrounding “mondi”*. This 
is also one of the few sites 
to contain prehistoric mark- 
ings of our indigenous an- 
cestors. The Ayo Rock for- 
mation contains stairs that 
lead you to the top of the 
highest boulder, offering a 
breath-taking view of the 
Aruban backyard. The Ayo 
is usually quiet, as it is situ- 
ated farther away from the 
busier parts of the island. 
However, this is just anoth- 
er charm of the site: the 
quiet area and the refresh- 
ing breeze offer a sense of 
comfort and peace. 


Casibari 
Probably the busier rock 
formation site, the Casi- 
bari is situated more in the 
center of the island, much 


closer—and more acces- 
sible—to the general pub- 
lic. Just like Ayo, Casibari 
is a fenced area contain- 
ing several boulders that 
lay on top or lean on each 
other. The best aspect of 
the Casibari Rock Forma- 
tion is the accompanying 
view when you climb up 
the top of the round, flat 
bolder. For this position, you 
can see the majority of the 
island and the ocean in the 
south. Right in front of the 
entrance, there is the Casi- 
bari Café and Grill, a great 
place to get refreshments 
and snack before continu- 
ing your off-road adven- 
ture! 


Both sites are open free to 
the public, 24 hours a day. 
However, unless you are 
taking a trip with a profes- 
sional tour guide, there are 
no guides at the sites to 
help you climb the rock. 
So, do be careful when 
trudging on the boulders, 
and make sure to befriend 
any roaming goats you see 
along the way! 


*Mondi: what we call our 
Aruban 
wilderness. 
We 


don’t have forests, or des- 
erts, but we do have mon- 
di! 
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Aruba’s living fossil Triops longicaudatus: 
“Hobo hobo” 
Episode CXXVI- 127 


LOCAL 


NOORD - One and every living species rejoic- 
es if there was a significant rainy season. This 
blessing counts for man, plants and animals as 
well, since rain is very scares on this lonely rock. 
Water burst in to life and happiness on this arid 
Caribbean island which is notable everywhere. 
During this season dry river beds will carry the 
much needed liquid into fields, collecting holes 
and natural pound before it sinks in to the dry 
ground, evaporates or reaches the sea. 


In our story this week we will talk about a bizarre 
looking prehistoric creature which emerges 
of very tiny eggs and starts to swim around in 
these seasonal pounds of our desert island, egg 
which can stay dormant for many decades 
awaiting the downpour. These tiny creatures of 
approximately 4.5 to 5 cm from head to tail will 
reach matureness in 2 to 3 weeks and will live 
about 6 to 12 weeks in the wild and 10 to 13 
weeks in captivity. Locals know these tiny crea- 
tures under the name Hobo hobo or Hobi in Pa- 
piamento. 


However many people confuses these with 
tadpoles, but these animals do not have noth- 
ing to do with frogs or any other amphibians 
present on the island but are prehistoric fresh 
water crustaceous or shrimps known as Triops 
or popularly as tadpole shrimp in English. Most 


Triops are hermaphrodites, meaning they can 
fertilize their own eggs. 


The one we find on Aruba is called Triops lon- 
gicaudatus by scientists. It looks much like a 
miniature horseshoe crab, whit an elongated, 
segmented body, a flattened shield-like olive or 
brownish colored carapace which covers most 
part of its body, whit two long filaments on the 
end tail and whiskers like filaments on its face. 
Despite their potential contribution in mosquito 
control, limited evidence for their effectiveness 
in mosquito larval control is available. However, 
Triops are considered a pest in some countries. 


It`s believed that egg could be carried by wa- 
ter fowl, in the mud that stick to their feet when 
feeding in pound and seasonal lake. 


When I was a young kid I used to collect tad- 
poles and Hobo hobo that where abundant in 
every small hole or zone that could hold water 
after a seasonal downpour, but today they are 
really scares or not present, believing that de- 
velopment and the consequence erosion has 
scraped away much of the top soil contain the 
tiny eggs 


To get to know more about Aruba’s origins, 
flora, fauna and cultural heritage, we recom- 
mend this private cultural encounter session 
that has been educating participants for de- 
cades. Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com or 
Whatsapp + 297 592 2702 for an amazing na- 
tive hour. 


Blackstone Beach 


(Oranjestad)—Named after its most recogniz- 
able feature, the Blackstone Beach almost 
represents the opposite of the typical Aruban 
beaches. For one, it has black sand and is cov- 
ered in black smooth stones. Secondly, it lies on 
the northern side of the island, away from the 
white sandy beaches of in the southern region. 
So, if you feel up for something different—or if 
it’s opposite day, visit the Blackstone Beach. 


Blackstone Beach shows the more natural side 
of Aruba: the stones that cover the beaches 
and the shape of it has been crafted for thou- 
sand years via volcanic eruptions, coral reef 
movements and wave activity of the rural 
northern part of the island. 
Located further east to the Natural Bridge and 
Andicuri Beach, the Blackstone Beach is rela- 
tively easy to access. Once you get passed the 
Ayo Rock Formation, take the Andicuri road 
leading up to Andicuri Beach. There, you can 
park your car and take a 1km hike towards 
Blackstone Beach. 
This beach forms part of the Arikok National 
Park and is therefore a site that is preserved. This 


is why it is also relatively untouched by commer- 
cial influences. Despite being called a beach, 
do note that it is not advised to swim in the wa- 
ter, as the current is very strong and can easily 
stray you further in the wild ocean. However, 
you can still enjoy a spectacular view of the 
stones and the northern ocean that stretches 
out in front of the beach and take a picture 
with your friends or family! 
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Sun catchers: The different lizards in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD – Colorful or camou- 
flaged, you’re bound to encounter 
a variety of lizards basking in the 
sun or scurrying on their way in our 
island. From the charming, friendly 
iguanas to the good-luck gecko 
Pega-Pega, you’re bound to meet 
a few of these special residents 
during your visit. 


Aruba, as a desert island, is home 
to an incredible variety of unique 
and colorful species. Among them 
we can find different lizards, most 
of which have South American 
origins. But there are a few excep- 
tions. 


Iguanas 
Iguanas are easy to spot, as they 
are larger than most other lizards 
and when young, have a bright 
green color that makes them stand 
out. 


The iguanas usually found in Aruba 
are the Iguana iguana, known as 
the green iguana, or locally as Yu- 
wana. The Yuwana are a mostly 
herbivorous species, and can grow 
up to 2 meters in size, including the 
tail, making them one of the larg- 
est in the iguana family. As you will 
see, despite their name, as they 
reach adulthood, the iguanas can 
take on a grey or blue tone instead 
of the bright green displayed by 
the young ones. In Aruba – as in the 
rest of the Kingdom of the Nether- 
lands – the most usual color varies 
from green to lavender, black and 
sometimes a reddish brown. 


Yuwana is a protected species, as 
it is listed under Appendix II of the 
Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species (CITES), 
meaning that international trade is 
regulated through the CITES permit 
system. In the past, Arubans used 
to eat a popular Yuwana soup, as it 
was believed to give strength and 
help restore health – probably due 
to the protein boost it delivered. 
However, it is now illegal to catch, 
kill, buy or sell Yuwanas in Aruba, 
and this includes eating them! 


Turnip-tailed gecko 
The turnip-tailed gecko is known 
locally as the Pega-Pega, mean- 
ing sticky-sticky, due to the way it 
sticks to walls using the suction in its 
little fingers. They are found inside 
houses, and are mostly a nocturnal 
animal. 


According to Etnia Nativa, the lo- 
cal Pega Pega is immediately rec- 
ognizable by its large size, with a 
body length of up to 12 cm, and its 
large, swollen tail, approximately 
the same length or slightly shorter 
than its body; females are larger 
and more robust than males. It has 
short, robust legs with flattened 
toes and extensive basal webbing. 
The undersides of its toes are cov- 
ered in lamellae, which are used 
as friction pads to cling to smooth 
vertical surfaces. Some can even 
walk around completely upside 
down. Its toes are covered with 
ridges, which are peppered with 
millions of microscopic bristle-like 
structures called setae that at- 
tach and detach when the animal 
wills them to, and they never get 
gunked up. 


They are variable in coloration, 
from a mottled dark gray to or- 
ange-brown, and are capable of 
changing color depending on their 
mood and surroundings. Mottled 
and banded markings aid in cam- 
ouflage against tree bark. They are 
harmless and fragile; you can hold 
one in your hands as long as you 
are VERY gentle. 
Never put pressure on its tail be- 
cause it will surely drop as a mea- 
sure to try to distract the predator, 


and they are different from other 
lizards because they’re long-lived, 
talkative, lack eyelids, and their 
small scales are situated next to 
each other like cobblestones rath- 
er than overlapping as is the case 
in most other lizards. 


Turnip-tailed Geckos are insectivo- 
rous and feed on cockroaches, 
grasshoppers, beetles, flies, mos- 
quitoes, and spiders, which makes 
them the best pest control to have 
at home! They spend their days 
concealed in dark tree grooves 
and cavities, in narrow crevices 
in the walls, or behind paintings, 
which provide the perfect shelter 
for them. Pega pega is a gecko 
endemic to our island, but in time, 
some 4–5 intrusive gecko species 
have been observed, some of 
which do not cease to amaze us 
with the racket they make, espe- 
cially during the hours of the night. 


The Pega-pega Phyllodactylus Ju- 
lieni is also a protected species 
in Aruba, by law. It is illegal to kill 
them! 


Blue Kododo 
These are one of the most strik- 
ing lizards in Aruba, recognizable 
by the male’s bright blue color. 
The Aruban whiptail lizard, Cnemi- 
dophorus arubensis, is a species en- 
demic to Aruba, meaning you can 
only find it here on our One Happy 
Island! They are also recognized as 
the most common and populous 
lizard on the island. While the male 
is blue with white dots, the female 
is brown with blue dots. 


These charming lizards eat mostly 
plants, such as flowers, nectar, 
leaves and fruits, and occasionally 
enjoy some insects. They are selec- 
tive in which plants they eat, be- 
cause of the toxins present in many 
available plants species. The Kodo- 
do help take care of Aruba’s veg- 
etation by playing a significant role 


in the dispersal of seeds for certain 
plants: when they eat fruit, they 
excrete the seeds in diverse loca- 
tions, contributing to the reproduc- 
tion cycle of our local plants. 


Striped anole 
The striped anole (Anolis lineatus) 
that lives in Aruba is known locally 
as Waltaka or Toteki. This is a spe- 
cies of lizard in the family Dactyloi- 
dae, and they are native to Aruba 
and Curaçao. It is usually found in 
dry areas, commonly where there 
are not large trees; rather they 
enjoy rocks, walls or tree trunks, 
as they prefer to stay close to the 
ground. 


These lizards are about 7cm in 
length, have a brown color with a 
stripe on each side and typically, 
several stripes on the body and 
tail that are lighter in color. It has 
a dewlap which is orange-yellow 
– and what’s unique about this 
species is that it is the only known 
species of anole where the dew- 
lap is asymetrically colored, with 
one side being a deeper orange 
and the other side a lighter yellow. 
Mostly this is seen in the males, as 
it is almost imperceptible in the fe- 
males. If the Toteki shows you his 
dewlap, retreat! This is not a friend- 
ly greeting! 


Lizards are wonderful creatures 
that are precious to our fragile, lo- 
cal ecosystem. Please be mindful 
of these residents as you enjoy your 
stay. 


Images: Some images are from 
Aruba Birdlife Conservation. 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: May 01 - May 28 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle : Tel.587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
San Nicolas:Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 
One Tech Tip: Protecting your car from the growing 
risk of keyless vehicle thefts 


KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — They ap- 
pear like ghosts in the 
night, 
standing 
outside 
your house, one holding up 
an antenna while the other 
crouches next to the car 
parked on the driveway. 
Within seconds, your car is 
gone, yet another victim 
amid a surge in auto theft 
enabled by the technol- 
ogy designed to make it 
easier to unlock and start 
vehicles. 
Auto 
technology 
has 
evolved and many newer 
cars use wireless key fobs 
and push-button starters 
instead of traditional metal 
keys. The fob sends a short- 
range signal, so when the 
driver approaches the car, 
it automatically unlocks the 
door. This saves you the 
hassle of digging out your 
keys when you’ve got your 
hands full with groceries. 
But that technology also 
makes things easier for 
thieves. The wireless fob 
will continue to emit a sig- 
nal even if you’re not us- 
ing it. Thieves prowl neigh- 
borhoods at night looking 
for cars parked outside 
so they can carry out so- 
called relay attacks. Using 
portable equipment that 
can pick up the faint signal 
from a fob inside the house 
or parking lot, they relay it 
back to a transmitter that 
can clone the signal. 
Officials have urged car- 
makers to reduce the secu- 
rity vulnerabilities and warn 
owners about the risks. 
So what can you do to re- 
duce the odds that your 
car will be gone in 60 sec- 
onds? “It’s relatively easy 
for drivers to protect them- 
selves,” said Steve Launch- 
bury, 
principal 
engineer 
of automotive security at 
Thatcham 
Research, 
a 
U.K.-based 
automotive 
risk intelligence company. 
Here are some tips: 
USE A SIGNAL BLOCKER 
A simple but effective way 
to stop auto bandits from 
purloining your key fob sig- 
nal is to use a Faraday bag 
or pouch. They’re lined with 
a conductive metal mesh 
that blocks the transmission 
of electromagnetic signals. 
The pouches aren’t expen- 


sive, and you can also get 
boxes that do the same 
thing. But experts advise 
testing to make sure they 
work. Just put the key fob 
inside and approach your 
car. If the doors don’t auto- 
matically unlock, then the 
signal is being blocked. 
It’s also important to re- 
member to use it whenev- 
er you leave your vehicle, 
and don’t forget to put all 
of your key fobs inside, in- 
cluding any spares. 
But ignore some advice 
making the rounds on the 
internet telling you to put 
your fob in the microwave 
or freezer. It doesn’t have 
the same effect as a Fara- 
day bag, and you risk dam- 
aging your key. 
GET AN OLD-FASHIONED 
LOCK 
Try an old-school solution 
by using a physical lock. 
Some police forces advise 
car owners to use them to 


make your vehicle look less 
tempting to steal. The rea- 
soning is that a would-be 
thief might be deterred by 
the effort needed to cut 
through the lock and in- 
stead turn their attention to 
an easier target. 
Locks, in the shape of a disk 
or a long bar, clamp onto 
the steering wheel and 
make it difficult to steer. 
There are also versions that 
prevent the car from being 
put in gear. The downside 
is you’ll need extra time to 
attach or remove it when- 
ever you aren’t driving. 
CHANGE UP YOUR SETTINGS 
For many cars, it’s possible 
to deactivate the wireless 
setting so that you can’t 
open the door remotely. 
For Fords, Hondas and Au- 
dis, use the touchscreen 
menus. If you own a Toyo- 
ta, you can temporarily dis- 
able the signal by holding 
down the fob’s lock but- 


ton and at the same time 
pressing the unlock button 
twice. If you’ve done it cor- 
rectly, the fob’s indicator 
light should blink four times. 
Be aware that the next 
time you press any button, 
remote unlocking will be re- 
activated. 
The method will vary de- 
pending on make and 
model so consult your own- 
er’s manual for the exact 
process. If it sounds com- 
plicated, there are You- 
Tube videos that walk you 
through it. Don’t forget that 
in most cases you’ll now 
have to manually press the 
fob’s unlock button. 
Automakers have started 
adding 
motion 
sensors 
to key fobs. If the sen- 
sor 
doesn’t 
detect 
re- 
cent movement because 
it’s been, say, left on the 
kitchen counter after you 
come home, the fob goes 
into sleep mode and stops 
transmitting. If it lacks this 
capability, check with your 
dealer whether it’s possible 
to upgrade it.q 


A person walks through a parking lot at a shopping mall on Dec. 
8, 2016 in King of Prussia, Pa. 
Associated Press 
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Pacers beat Knicks 130-109 in Game 7 to reach Eastern Conference 
finals 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tyrese 
Haliburton scored 26 points 
and the Indiana Pacers 
rode one of the most sensa- 
tional first halves in Game 7 
history to a 130-109 victory 
over the New York Knicks 
on Sunday, advancing to 
the 
Eastern 
Conference 
finals for the first time in 10 
years. 
The Pacers made 29 of 
their 38 shots in the first half, 
a shooting percentage of 
76.3% that was the high- 
est in the postseason since 
1997, when the NBA began 
keeping 
detailed 
play- 
by-play for all four quar- 
ters. They led 70-55 at that 
point and pulled away ev- 
ery time the Knicks tried to 
make a run in the second 
half. 
The No. 6-seeded Pacers 
set an NBA playoff record 
by finishing at 67.1% for the 
game and advanced to 
face top-seeded Boston in 
a series that begins Tues- 
day. Indiana last reached 


the conference finals in 
2014, losing to Miami. 
Jalen Brunson left in the 
second half with a broken 
left hand, one final injury 
for a Knicks team that was 
decimated by them. 
They got OG Anunoby back 
Sunday after he missed the 
previous four games with 
a strained left hamstring, 
but he clearly wasn’t mov- 
ing well and was taken out 


of the game after just five 
minutes. 
Pascal Siakam and Andrew 
Nembhard each scored 20 
points and Aaron Nesmith 
was 8 for 8 en route to his 
19 for the Pacers. 
Donte DiVincenzo made 
nine 3-pointers and scored 
39 points for the Knicks, 
who were trying to reach 
the conference finals for 
the first time since 2000 


but 
couldn’t 
overcome 
the losses of Julius Randle, 
Mitchell Robinson and Bo- 
jan 
Bogdanovic, 
before 
losing Anunoby and finally 
Brunson. 
Brunson finished with 17 
points 
and 
nine 
assists, 
shooting 6 for 17 after scor- 
ing 40 or more points five 
times in this postseason. 
Alec Burks came off the 
bench for 26 points. 
The third Game 7 between 
the franchises — the Knicks 
won in the 1994 Eastern 
Conference finals and the 
Pacers pulled out a 97- 
95 victory the next year in 
the East semifinals — was 
a chance for the Pacers 
to show off the offense 
that led the NBA with 123.3 
points per game. 
They scored 39 points in 
the first quarter, the most in 
a Game 7 in the play-by- 
play era, looking every bit 
like the team that set an 
NBA record this season by 
reaching 140 11 times. 
The Pacers made 10 of 
their first 11 shots — it would 


have been 11 of 12, but 
Myles Turner’s dunk at- 
tempt bounced back out 
of the basket — and didn’t 
slow down much the rest 
of the half. Knicks fans 
who were screaming and 
chanting before the game 
were groaning during it as 
the Pacers made shot after 
shot, no matter how well 
the Knicks had defended 
them. 
The Pacers led 39-27 af- 
ter shooting 16 for 21 from 
the field (76.2%) and 7 for 9 
from 3-point range (77.8%) 
in the first quarter. Indiana 
then went 13 for 17 (76.5%) 
in the second quarter, with 
the lead growing to 22 
points. 
The Knicks cut it to 70-55 at 
halftime, then scored the 
first seven out of the break 
as part of a 12-3 start to the 
second half that trimmed it 
to 73-67. But with the Pac- 
ers leading by seven, the 
Knicks 
committed 
three 
straight 
turnovers 
that 
helped Indiana push the 
lead to 84-70.q 


Indiana Pacers guard Tyrese Haliburton reacts during the first 
half of Game 7 in an NBA basketball second-round playoff 
series against the New York Knicks, Sunday, May 19, 2024, in 
New York. 
Associated Press 


Pogacar leads Giro by nearly 7 minutes after stunning win in Queen 
stage 


LIVIGNO, Italy (AP) — What 
Tadej Pogacar wants, he 
normally gets. 
The Slovenian star said he 
wanted to win the Queen 
stage of the Giro d’Italia 
and he did just that on Sun- 
day — destroying his rivals 
on the toughest leg of this 
year’s race to add three 
minutes to his already con- 
siderable advantage. 
There is just one week re- 
maining of the Italian grand 
tour. 
Despite having ridden for 
more than six hours through 
the high mountains on Sun- 
day, Pogacar was full of 
smiles as he was cheered 
on by the crowds lining the 
difficult summit finish at Livi- 
gno. 
As the sunshine glinted off 
the snow on the sides of 
the route, Pogacar crossed 
the finish line with his arms 
outstretched over his head. 
“Today was one of the best 
days, I would not say that it 
was the best day of my ca- 
reer but it was a really nice 


stage, really good route, 
nice climbs,” Pogacar said. 
“The team did a super 
good job. 
“We had this stage in mind 
since December or what- 
ever.” 
Pogacar finished the 15th 
stage 29 seconds ahead 
of Nairo Quintana and 2 
minutes, 32 seconds ahead 
of third-place Georg Stein- 
hauser. 
His closest rivals were near- 
ly three minutes slower. 
With the bonus seconds he 
picked up, Pogacar now 
leads the Giro by 6:41 over 
Geraint Thomas, with Dan- 
iel Martinez 6:56 behind in 
third. 
Two-time Tour de France 
winner Pogacar is targeting 
the Giro-Tour double this 
year. 
With just six stages left af- 
ter Monday’s rest day, he’s 
well set to complete the 
first step. 
It was a fourth stage win for 
Pogacar in his Giro debut 
but the UAE Team Emirates 


rider had made no secret 
that he was targeting the 
Queen stage, which is the 
name given to the hardest 
leg of the race. 
There were five catego- 
rized climbs — including 
the fearsome Passo del 
Mortirolo — and 5,200 me- 
ters of elevation on the 
222-kilometer (138-mile) leg 
from Manerba del Garda 
to Livigno and the arrival 
at Mottolino, where the last 
1,800 meters was on as- 


phalt along a ski slope with 
18% gradients. 
Pogacar made his move 
with 13.9 kilometers remain- 
ing and none of the other 
GC contenders could fol- 
low him. At that point he 
was just over three minutes 
behind sole leader Stein- 
hauser, who was on the 
verge of getting caught 
and then passed by Quin- 
tana. 
Pogacar quickly swept up 
the remnants of the break- 


away — which had been 
50 strong earlier in the day 
— before blasting past 
Steinhauser toward the top 
of the penultimate climb 
and heading off in pursuit 
of Quintana. 
He passed the 2014 Giro 
winner with 1.9 kilometers 
remaining and was untrou- 
bled on the steep climb to 
the finish. 
“I gave it my all in the 10 or 
15km,” Pogacar said. “I’m 
super happy that I can win 
a queen stage in Livigno, 
one of my favourite places 
in Italy.” 
After the rest day, Tuesday’s 
16th stage is another one 
where Pogacar could put 
even more time on his rivals 
as the race heads from the 
Alps into the daunting Do- 
lomites. 
The now 206-kilometer (128- 
mile) route from Livigno to 
Santa Cristina Val Gardena 
has been altered because 
of a high risk of avalanches 
on the Stelvio.q 


Pogačar Tadej of Team UAE Emirates celebrates after winning 
the 15th stage of the Giro d’Italia from Manerba del Garda to 
Livigno, Italy, Sunday, May 19, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Xander Schauffele wins first major at PGA Championship in a thriller 
at Valhalla 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Xan- 
der Schauffele cashed in at 
just the right time Sunday, 
swirling in a 6-foot birdie 
putt on the final hole to win 
the PGA Championship for 
his first major with the low- 
est score in major champi- 
onship history. 
The Olympic gold medalist 
got something even more 
valuable in silver — that 
enormous Wanamaker Tro- 
phy after a wild week at 
Valhalla. 
Schauffele closed with a 
6-under 65 to beat Bryson 
DeChambeau, 
entertain- 
ing to the very end with a 
10-foot birdie of his own on 
the par-5 18th for a 64. 
Schauffele 
became 
the 
first player since Phil Mick- 
elson in 2005 at Baltusrol to 
win the PGA Champion- 
ship with a birdie on the last 
hole to win by one. And this 
took all he had. 
He already had mud on 
his golf ball on two key 
holes along the back nine 
that kept him from attack- 
ing the flag. His drive on 
the 17th bounced back 
into a bunker, forcing him 
to scramble for par and 
stay tied with DeCham- 


beau, who had finished 
two groups ahead of him. 
And then his tee shot rolled 
just far enough toward the 
edge of a bunker to pres- 
ent another problem. 
Schauffele had to stand 
with his feet in the sand, 
gripping well down on the 
4-iron, aiming out to the 
right and hoping for the 
best. He drilled a beauty, 
some 35 yards short but 
with a good angle. He 
pitched to 6 feet and was 
never closer to finally win- 
ning a major. 
“I told myself this is my op- 
portunity — capture it,” 
Schauffele said. 
The putt broke just enough 
left to catch the left edge 


of the cup and swirled 
around before disappear- 
ing. Schauffele, who ex- 
udes California chill, raised 
both arms above his head 
with the biggest smile be- 
fore a hard hug with Austin 
Kaiser, his caddie and for- 
mer teammate at San Di- 
ego State. 
DeChambeau was on the 
range, staying loose for a 
potential playoff, watching 
Schauffele from a large vid- 
eo board. He saw the win- 
ning putt fall, and walked 
all the way back to the 18th 
to join in with so many oth- 
er players wanting to con- 
gratulate the 30-year-old. 
“I gave it my all. I put as 
much effort as I possibly 


could into it and I knew 
that my B game would be 
enough,” 
DeChambeau 
said. “It’s just clearly some- 
body 
played 
incredibly 
well. Xander’s well deserv- 
ing of a major champion- 
ship.” 
Viktor Hovland, the FedEx 
Cup champion who wasn’t 
sure he even belonged 
at Valhalla while trying to 
work his way out of a slump, 
also had a 10-foot putt af- 
ter DeChambeau hit his to 
tie for the lead. He missed 
the birdie, then missed a 
meaningless par putt and 
shot 66 to finish third. 
Schauffele, who began this 
championship with a 62 to 
tie the major championship 
record, finished at 21-under 
263 with that winning bird- 
ie. That beats by one shot 
the major record previously 
shared by Brooks Koepka in 
the 2018 PGA Champion- 
ship at Bellerive and Henrik 
Stenson in the 2016 British 
Open at Royal Troon. 
And so ended another 
memorable week at Val- 
halla. 
Masters champion Scot- 
tie Scheffler, who arrived 
five days after the birth of 
his first child, was arrested 
and briefly jailed on Friday 


morning for not following 
directions of police inves- 
tigating a fatal car crash 
involving a pedestrian an 
hour earlier. 
He got out of jail and to the 
course in time to play the 
second round and shot 66. 
But it caught up with him 
on the weekend. Scheffler 
fell out of contention with 
a 73 on Saturday — his first 
round over par since last 
August. He closed with a 65 
to tie for eighth. 
Two players — Schauffele 
on Thursday and Shane 
Lowry on Saturday — tied 
the major record with a 62. 
Scoring records seemed to 
fall just about every day on 
a rain-softened course. 
All that, and it came down 
to one putt that Schauffele 
will never forget. 
“I really didn’t want to go 
into a playoff with Bryson,” 
he said. 
In so many ways, this time 
was overdue. He had gone 
nearly 
two 
years 
since 
last winning at the Scot- 
tish Open. Schauffele had 
eight consecutive finishes 
in the top 20 at majors 
coming into Valhalla. He al- 
ready had a pair of runner- 
up finishes and six top 5s.q 


Xander Schauffele celebrates after winning the PGA Champi- 
onship golf tournament at the Valhalla Golf Club, Sunday, May 
19, 2024, in Louisville, Ky. 
Associated Press 


Nelly Korda wins Mizuho Americas Open by a stroke over Hannah 
Green for her 6th victory in 7 events 


By TOM CANAVAN 
AP Sports Writer 
JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — 
Nelly Korda won a back 
nine showdown with Han- 
nah Green of Australia with 
a par on the 18th hole to 
capture the Mizuho Ameri- 
cas Open by a stroke Sun- 
day for her sixth win in sev- 
en starts on the LPGA Tour 
this year. 
The 
victory 
made 
the 
25-year-old American the 
first player since Inbee Park 
(2013) to record six wins in a 
single season. 
“Oh, my gosh, six,” Korda 
said. “I can’t even really 
gather myself right now 
with that, the head to head 
that Hannah and I had 
pretty much all day. Wasn’t 
my best stuff out there to- 
day, but fought really hard 


on the back nine.” 
“It was just amazing to 
share the stage with Han- 
nah.” 
Korda also bounced back 
from seeing her record- 
tying five-tournament win- 
ning streak snapped last 
week by Rose Zhang at the 
Cognizant Founders Cup. 
Zhang withdrew Thursday 
after three holes with an in- 
testinal issue. 
After playing the front nine 
in 2-over, Korda matched 
birdies with Green on the 
10th, 13th and 15th holes at 
scenic Liberty National to 
stay tied with Green, whose 
two wins this year made her 
the only other multiple win- 
ner on tour this year. 
Korda, 
the 
third-round 
leader by two shots, shot a 
final-round 71 and finished 


at 14-under 274. Green had 
a 70 and finished at 275. 
After Korda put her drive in 
the fairway on the the par- 
4, No. 18, Green pulled her 
drive into the left rough. Her 
second to the green was 
short and left and still in the 
rough. After Korda hit her 


approach to 15 feet from 
the hole, Green’s chip over 
a bunker landed 10 feet in 
front of the hole and then 
rolled back a little. 
Korda putted to tap-in 
range and finished out, 
while Green’s putt to ex- 
tend the tournament to a 


playoff never touched the 
hole. 
Korda 
then 
raised 
her 
hands and accepted the 
cheers from the crowd in 
this event held with a view 
of the New York City skyline 
and Statue of Liberty in the 
background. 
Jennifer Kupcho, who lost 
this event in a playoff with 
Zhang last year, finished 
tied for third with rookie 
Gabriela Ruffels of Australia 
and Ariya Jutanugarn and 
Chanettee 
Wannasaen, 
both of Thailand. 
Playing hours before the 
leaders teed off, Wanna- 
saen had the best round of 
the day with a 7-under 65. 
Jutanugarn had a 70, Kup- 
cho shot 71 and Ruffels had 
a 72 in finishing third for the 
second straight week.q 


Nelly Korda hits off the second tee during the final round of the 
Mizuho Americas Open golf tournament, Sunday, May 19, 2024, 
in Jersey City, N.J. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


